256. CABLE TO G. K. GOKHAL&

DURBAN,
January 30, 1914

THE CONGRESS MEETING2 NUMBERED LITTLE OVER A HUNDRED
PEOPLE. OPINION IS SHARPLY DIVIDED* THE MAJORITY VOTED
AGAINST OFFERING EVIDENCE. SO FAR THREE INDENTURED
INDIANS ONLY HAVE APPEARED BEFORE THE COMMISSION* THE
CONGRESS MEETING WAS ENGINEERED BY MEN WHO WERE
OPPOSED TO PASSIVE RESISTANCE AT THE VERY BEGINNING
OF THE STRUGGLE. NO IMPORTANCE IS ATTACHED TO THE
MEETING LOCALLY THE GENERAL EUROPEAN FEELING IS
GROWING IN OUR FAVOUR. AN INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF THE
SENATE PAID A PERSONAL VISIT TO MR. GANDHI AT PHCENIX
YESTERDAY AND WAS MOST CORDIAL. HE OFFERED ALL HELP
TOWARDS A SETTLEMENT, AND WANTED BYGONES FORGOTTEN*
DON'T BE ANXIOUS,

The Tims of India, 2-2-1914

257. VIEWS ON THE MARRIAGE QUESTION

February 2, 1914

Mahommedan and Hindu monogamous marriages shall be
legalized by an amendment of the immigration law or by a special
statute* Statutory legalization can be effected by a system of regis-
tration whereby all past monogamous marriages will be entered in
a record book to be kept by the respective religious priests, who will
be authorized marriage officers, and the validation of these unions
will date back to the original marriage ceremony, whether perfor-
med in South Africa or in India. Future marriages will also be
celebrated by these priests religiously and simultaneously recorded

1 This was seat joinfly by Gandhiji and CL F. Andrews,

2 The Reuter-South Afiica Press Agency released on January 28 the
following news report about the Durban meeting: "At a meeting of the Natal
Indian Congress tonight, it was decided to give evidence before the Indian
Enquiry Commission. This body does not support Gandhi."

3 The typescript of this item bears the heading "Mr, Gandhi's Position"
and is evidently the gist of Gandhgi's views presumably recorded by himself
after a discussion or an interview.